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Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 2,4-8 and 12-25 is/are pending in the application. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 



2. Claims 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The phrase 'the seatback is a single seatback 
and is the only seatback of the seat assembly, and the seat cushion is a single seat 
cushion and id the only seat cushion of the seat assembly" is new matter not supported 
by the original disclosure. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 2, 4 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kuo (6,439,636). Kuo discloses the use of a seatback (72); a seat cushion (60); a 
four link mechanism (figures 9-10) for supporting the seat cushion; a drive unit (90) for 
driving the four link mechanism and moving the seat cushion between a seating position 
(figure 1) and a stowed position (figure 14); wherein when the seat cushion is moved 
between the seating position and the stowed position, support of the seat cushion is 
maintained by operation of the four link mechanism and drive unit; and a control unit 
(86) for operating the drive unit, wherein the drive unit includes a first drive unit for 
moving the seat cushion and a second drive unit for moving the seatback, and the first 
drive unit and the second drive unit are electrically connected to the control unit and 
operate in association with each other for simultaneously operating the seat cushion 
and the seat back. In regards to claim 4, the first drive unit is attached to one of the 
cushion side frame forming the seat cushion and the second drive unit is attached to 
one of the backside frames forming the seatback. In regards to claim 12, further 
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comprising a link mechanism supporting the seat cushion; a motor operated drive unit 
(90) for driving the link mechanism and moving the seat cushion between a seating 
position and a stowed position; a control unit for operating the motor operated drive unit. 
In regards to claim 13, further comprising the link mechanism is a four-link mechanism 
and includes a first link mechanism for moving the seat cushion and a second link 
mechanism for simultaneously moving the first link mechanism and the seatback. In 
regards to claim 14, the first drive unit is attached to one of plural cushion side frames 
forming the seat cushion and the second drive unit is attached to one of the plural 
backside frames forming the seatback. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kuo as applied to claims 2 and 12 above, and further in view of Cannera (5,195,795). 
Kuo fails to show the use of the seatback positioned on top of the seat cushion when 
the seat cushion is in the stowed position and the seatback and seat cushion is the only 
back and cushion of the seat assembly. Cannera teaches the use of the seatback (14) 
positioned on top of the seat cushion (16) when the seat cushion is in the stowed 
position and the seatback and seat cushion is the only back and cushion of the seat 



Application/Control Number: 10/739,148 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3636 

assembly, see figure 2. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to modify the seat assembly as taught by Cannera, in order to have 
more storage space in the vehicle. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 5-8 and 15-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

9. In response to applicants argument. that Kuo does not disclose "a drive unit 
similar to claims 2 and 12". The applicant attention is drawn to the above rejection. The 
examiner is of the opinion that the threaded shafts are considered to be the drive unit 
that moves the seatback and seat cushion by way of the motor. 

10. In response to applicants argument that Kuo does not disclose "a link mechanism 
that moves the seatback and the seat cushion". The examiner is of the opinion that 
Kuo does in fact show a link mechanism moving the seat back and seat cushion by way 
of the motor, as shown on figures 11-14. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erika Garrett whose telephone number is 571-272-6859. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on 571-272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

EG 

May 28, 2007 




